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Post publication comment by ,lewell Alcorn McHugh, l Aug 1 89. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
On July 3 I circled the date on 

my calendar and made plans to 
remember the day in the years 
ahead as the most critical day of my 
llfe for it was on July 3 in this year, 
1989, 200 years after our govern
ment began under its present 
Constitution, that the Supreme 
Court of the U. S. handed down its 
decision In Webster. y. Reproduc

liu. Health Services. The statements 
made by the Justices and the reactions of 
President Bush and many other persons in 
leadership positions in his party and in 
government at all levels across the nation 
made clear what my 1rue status is under 
our present government. In brief, I, as a 
woman, do not have rights equal to those 
of men even though men constitute a 
minority of the adult population of this 
county. I am not free; I have not yet 
gained independence. Even of more im
portance to me is the realization that 
women may not even be moving doser to 
independence and equality. 

That is a startling revelation. All of 
my life I have been led to believe that the 
status of women was improving, in spite of 
some reversals during changing times. I 
was ban during WW I when women were 
on the verge of getting the right to vote. 
When I was a small child, many school 
administrators were women. The Depres
sion caused a real se1back for women; job 
preference was given to men regardless of 
qualifications even thougl women were 
often the only wage earners in their fami
lies. During WW II, women were a part of 
every occupational goup and seemed to 
be moving ahead in all areas of life. Fed
erally assisted child care centers were 

established near most places of work.. 
With the end of the war, however, women 
again lost jobs. The superior educational 
advantages provided under the G I Bill of 
Rights for men returning home tom mili· 
tary service placed women at a definite 
disadvantage in many professions during 
the 1950's. 

Since then, women have made 
noticeable progess in a wide variety of 
ways. Barriers in education, in the profes
sions and in many other areas of life have 
been removed, so much so that many of 
us had come to believe that no obstades 
remained. Everyone knows that women 
pay taxes at the same rates as m�n; �ey 
are convicted and sentenced for violations 
of the same laws; they suffer the same 
losses in times of hardships, natural dsas
ters and other calamities. It is fitting that 
women be accorded equality in all aspects 
of their lives. 

The basic message of Webster Y, 
Reproductive Hallb Services. the Missouri 
Abortion Case, is that each of the states in 
the U. S. is given the power to regulate the 
reproductive rights of its citizens. Roe, V.
Wade s�ms to be in effect, but if a 
woman is unable to pay for an abortion 
and if state or federal aid is denied her, 
then she is prevented from having one 
under safe conditions. If the hospitals 
available to her may not allow abortions, 
regardless of her ability to pay, she is also 
denied a safe abortion. If doctors may not 
perform abortions in certain hospitals or 
under certain conditions, the results are 
1he same for the woman concerned. 

Continued on back cover 
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AN EDITORIAL 

One of the results of the Su
preme Court's decision In •• Webster v.
Neproducflve Health �es-'has 
been to energize the women In thls 
country. All of a sudden we t�ed, dls
pl-tted feminists have snapped to at
tention as we realize once again that 
women's bodies are stHI considered to 
be the property of others, that a 
woman who becomes pregnant must 
be controlled by society. I have heard 
that NOW has received thousands of 
new memberships, that abortion rights• 
goups are receiving new money, and 
that poltlcal anatysts are predicting 
local elections based on one Issue. -
does the candidate support a 
woman's right to choose, or Is he/she a 
rlght-to-lHer. 

Meanwhle, the French drug RU-
486 has moved Into a central focus of 
pro-cholceforces. (Seep. 14.) NOW 
Vice President Patricia Ireland has said, 
•tn the lght of the Supreme Court, It
becomes Increasingly Important that
we look at the options that won't re
qul-e an abortion facllty." At the
present time, Hoechst, the Interna
tional ft'm controllng the ctug, Is refus
ng to market RU-486 outside of France.
Considering an the ctugs that come
Into this country Hlegaly, a black mar
ket In RlJ..486 Is Inevitable. Patricia
teland, however, points out that 
women should use such a drug under 
supervision, and not through a haphaz
ard, dangerous black market. The 
organization, NOW has therefore be
gun work to get the drug Into the 
country, either through an established 

company, or, If nec��t:x.�� 
Ing a -new company! 

Other actions have also been 
proposed. At the NOW convention In 
Cincinnati In July, the president, Molly 
Yard, suggested that women need to 
seach for new allles, that the abortion 
question, "Is not just about women's 
rights, but about ltfe on this planet," 
and that the abortion question thus 
becomes a public service responsibility 
to keep the population down .. 

It Is not the Intent of this edltorlal 
to eonslder In depth either al of the 
ramifications of the supreme Court's 
decision, or au of the activities which 
are now being planned by the pro
choice groups. I am primarily con:. 
cerned here with the fact that we 
feminists are again joining together to 
take action, and are coming to a new 
understanding of the fact that we 
cannot stop fighting for the rights of 
women. 

We can also take some measure 
of encpuragement from the fact that 
some of the lessons we have tried to 
teach our patriarchal society seem to 
have been learned. Fa example, I 
recently read about a Washington 
D.C. psychoanalyst, Douglas LaBler,
who has come up with the folowlng
voeabulary to describe the conditions
he finds In the modern workplace. (I
am quoting him only on the subject of
women, although his other desalptlons
are also lnteresthg.}

con on page ii 



SURVIVAL IN THE NINETIES - A Handbook for Women

� 3. NAMING WOMANLY TRAITS t 
What do we mean when we 

refer to another woman as 
In the book, SACRED DIMENSIONS 

OF WOMEN'S EXPERIENCE, Eliza-
"strong?" Most likely we are not beth Dodson Gray, editor, writes as 
commenting on her physical follows about the importance of 
strength, but are making some 
assumptions about her charac
ter, about the way she presents 
herself to the world. We mean 
that she thinks independently, 
that she is not afraid to express 
her views in public, and that her 
actions are predicated on her 
own thinking. 

None of the above definitions of 
the words "strong woman" have any
thing to do with the usual definitions 
of strength. When we talk about a 
strong man, we are usually referring 
to his physical power. We have other 
words to describe men who think in
dependently, who express their views 
publicly, and who predicate their 
actions on their own thinking. 

The problem is that we have no 
words commonly used to describe 
women other than the words that 
men have used and these words very 
often have negative connotations. 
Consider the word "passive," for ex
ample. Which of us in today's world 
rejoices at being named a "passive" 
participant in living? On the Qther 
hand, how many of us have assumed 
a submissive role because we thought 
it was "natural" for women? Because 
our reality as human beings has been 
named for us by men, we have be
haved as though that reality had 
some meaning. 

"naming" reality: 

It is not accidental that in the 
Genesis 2 account of creation· Adam 
"named" all the animals. Naming is 

power, the power to shape reality 
into a form that serves the interests 
and goals of the one doing the nam·
ing.( 1) 

The fact that women's charac-

teristics have been "named" by men 

leaves women at the mercy of the 
stereotypes designated by those 
words, and silent about their own 
reality. In an introduction to her 

book, WE DIDN'T HAVE MUCH, 

BUT WE SURE HAD PLENTY, Sherry 

Thomas comments on the life of the 
rural women she interviewed by 
writing: 

A whole culture has told us 
forever that rural women are 
'farmer's wives,' not farmers. Yet 
every woman I met and spoke with 
had been in some way 'a farmer, ' had 
done a vast array of jobs, had a 
multitude of skills. And lacking a 
language, a belief system, a vision of 
being simply human, they described 
themselves as "mannish" and "un
womanly. 11 In a world where they 
had tremendous freedom to be them
selves, they still lacked words for 
simply being themselves. (2) 

As feminists, we, then, have a 
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to us to develop our own list of words 
to describe women, words which 
properly "name" our characteristics in 
the reality we know. 

Before we undertake this task, 
we should understand that we will 
probably be accused of "stereotyping" 
if we attempt to squeeze a whole sex 
into a single category defined by a 
word. That, we will be told, is the 
problem of the words already used to 
describe women. Words like "pas
sive" attempt to force us all into the 
same mold. 

Stereotyping, of course, is done 
by all of us even though we UUs think 
we know better. Perhaps this is be
cause we human beings are continu
ally attempting to somehow combine 
the wealth of material we receive so 
that it makes sense to us. The idea of 
stereotyping, of seizing on a word to 
describe all individuals in a particular 
category based on past experiences, is 
very close to the idea of making gen
eralizations. We must make generali
zations continually about information 
we receive because we must some
how simplify our lives. For example. 
we learn at a very early age that if 
we touch a hot dish we are burned, 
and from that specific instance, we 
then generalize that hot items of any 
kind will burn us. This is a necessary 
part of our education. Surely we 
would' suffer if we failed to ma_ke 
such a generalization and continued 
to touch hot dishes only to be burned 
each time, or if we generalized spe
ciously that all dishes are hot in all 
circumstances. 

We can, however, make a gen-

eralization from too few examples, 
and many of us unthinkingly do this 
all the time. For example, we decide 
that, since our church uses a particu
lar Order of Service for worship, so 
will all UU churches. We have 
thereby created a faulty generaliza
tion, one that is based on too few 
examples. 

If we can make faulty generali
zations so easily, it is no surprise that 
we are often guilty of stereotyping a 
particular category of people with a 
word ineptly used to describe them. 
Even when we are aware that, in 
their entirety, human beings possess 
such an infinite variety of character
istics that we cannot possibly "gener
alize" or "stereotype" a large group 
such as a family, a nation or a whole 
sex from personal observation of a 
very few, we will continue to try. We 
have developed a background of cer
tain suppositions to apply whenever 
we meet someone new, and these 
suppositions, (some based on our own 
experiences, and some on what our 
society has taught us), ·tend to_ lead us 
to react toward that individual as 
though he/she possessed a great 
multitude of characteristics along 
with others of her/his race, color, 
language ,and sex. 

CREATING STEREOTYPES 

TO DESCRIBE WOMEN 

As I write the above, I am 
aware that I am committing one of 
the few UU sins by suggesting that 
women (or anybody else) create 
stereotypes of our own. If giving 
names to the characteristics of 
women involves some stereot 
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and I believe it does, then I must 
confess my guilt. But I do not know 
any other way. Since the human 
mind seems to demand some kind of 
grouping of people, I am suggesting 
that we feminists create some favor
able words to describe ourselves in
stead of trying to use the ones cre
ated by men to describe us. We must 
give ourselves language to think 
about womanly traits, knowing that 
we are creating another set of stero
types, but also realizing that we are 
painting a more realistic picture of 
women. 

Some of us, perhaps, will object 
by telling us that the current words 
describing womanly traits do not nec
essarily cause problems for women. 
After all, they may say, how many 
women, if asked, can recite a list of 
words commonly used to stereotype 
us? Certainly women do not go 
though their daily lives reciting a 
litany of words used by men to de
scribe women. 

I maintain that whether or not 
we consciously know or consciously 
live according to the so-called wom
anly traits created for us, we have 
internalized the ideas behind the 
"names" so that they present a pic
ture to us of ourselves. All of us can, 
if asked, recite a list of what women 
or "ladies" do and don't do. We can 
recall warnings not to seem too "for
ward" when we are around �ales, or 
to sit with our legs close together in a 
"ladylike" position. Even if we had a 
mother who tended to be a feminist 
(and mine did) we internalized these 
warnings which prescribed our be
havior from our society. We knew, as 
womea si:owias np today uill 

know, that a certain kind of behavior 
was expected from us. 

When individuals, of either sex, 
are expected to behave in a certain 
way, they do - unless they conscious
ly resist. Experiments in school 
rooms have demonstrated that teach
ers who expect certain behaviors 
from certain students will be justi
fied. Sometimes, in these exper
iements, teachers have been told that 
certain students were behavior prob
lems, when they were not, or that 
certain students had learning difficul
ties, when no such problems exis.ted. 
Too frequently the students then pro
ceed to carry out the behaviors ex
pected by the· teachers. 

What then can we expect of 
ourselves when our whole society has 
demonstrated, and continues to dem
onstrate, expectations of us that have 
little to do with our realities? Be
cause we women are popularly be
lieved to possess characteristics origi
nally named for us by men, we find 
ourselves playing the expected role -
unless, we consciously decide to 
play a different role, one determined 
by "names" we ourselves have cre
ated. 

' 

How, then to begin? We want 
to "name" womanly traits and inter
nalize them so that our "names" of 
womanly traits become our expecta
tions of our own and. others' behav
iors. 

I have found that I do best in 
such "naming" if I describe the char
acteristics of an individual woman, or 
a group of women in books I am 
readin or have read. Consider for 
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example, Scarlett O'Hara in GONE 

WITH THE WIND, a piece of fiction 
that is familiar to all of us. Scarlett is 
not usually considered to be a role 
model for women. She is vain, selfish, 
self-seeking, ruthless, and lacking in 
any ability to understand the charac
ters of others. But she is also ambi
tious, persistent, resilient, and re
sourceful, the kind of a person who 
does what needs to be done, whether 
or not the required skill 1s one she 
thinks she possessess. 

Having made a list, I then must 
ask myself whether any of the traits I 
have listed describe women other 
than Scarlett O'Hara. If so, how many 
other women? Can any of these traits 
be called universal - that is, common 
to all women, or at least, to many of 
them? 

There are several words I have 
listed above which can be used to de
scribe the characteristics of a great 
many women in my· experience. Let 
us look for a moment at the word, 
"resilient." All I have to do is think of 
the several women I know, formerly 
married to alcoholics and living a life 
of fear for the safety of themselves 
and their children, who somehow 
managed to bounce back after every 
nightmarish episode, and I under
stand that "resilient" is the name of a 
womanly trait. Or I have only to re
member the military wives I have 
known who, in spite of long separa
tions from their spouses, and the 
constant anxiety about the safety of 
their spouses in wartime, were able 

• to bounce back from their own un
happiness and create a life for them
selves and their children.

Perhaps you have other examples 
which are more meaningful to you, or 
you do not agree with me on my 
choice of the word "resilient" to de
scribe womanly traits. That doesn't 
really matter. I am writing my list of 
names of womanly traits as a direct, 
personal contradiction to the names 
given by men. I wish to internalize 
these words so _that I can think of 
myself as resilient, and have the 
word in mind when I meet other 
women for the first time. 

Please note that I have made no 
comparison between the womanly · 
trait "resilient" and any similar, or 
opposite trait w_hich might be called 
"manly. 11 The use of Aristotle's dual
ism in naming the traits of women 
and men has been an enormous prob
lem for women. We have tended to 
be named as "the Other," the opposite 
of the good "manly" trait. Remember 
the lists of favorable words used to 
describe the traits of businessmen, 
and the unfavorable words used to 
describe the same traits in business
women? I have recently received a 
booklet entitled SEXIST LANGUAGE 

AND GENDER EXCLUSIVE LAN

GUAGE, compiled by Meg Bowman 
and Rosemary Matson of the Pacific 
Central Qistrict, and I saw again the 
wonderful dialogue between the 
businessman and the businesswoman 
which contains such gems as: 

A businessman is aggressive 
A businesswoman is pushy. 

He's firm 
She's stubborn 

He exercises authority. 
She's boss • a real t rant! 
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The world has changed some
what for women, but not to the extent 
that the words used to describe the 
businesswomen's characteristics, as 
compared with those of the business
men, are any more flattering today 
than they were ten years ago. (3) 

Without question, making com
parisons between men and women is 
always tempting. As I said in the 
beginning of this paper, human 
beings have a real need to simplify 
the world, and making comparisons 
between a "male" trait and a "female" 
trait is an attempt to organize our 
thinking. We women, however, 
should avoid such an attempt when 
we are making our lists of womanly 
traits. In a world in which the origi
nal "naming" was done by men, it is 
too easy to merely list opposite words 
to distinguish between men and 
women, and since both sexes are 
human beings, we concentrate too 
hard on making distinctions without 
differences, and those distinctions are 
too often unfavorable to women. 

Not that I think that we should 
only list socially favored traits as 
"womanly". In the first place, almost 
all of our words which describe traits 
approved by our society also have a 
negative side, depending on the situ
ation. Think, for a moment of the 
word "resilient." I gave, as my ex
ample; battered women who cpntinue 
to live with husbands who abuse 
them. Perhaps their resiliency does 
not serve them well. Perhaps it 
would be better if they reached such 
a state of anger and despair after one 
incident that they immediately left 
their spouses. 

There are other traits, which I 
consider to be womanly, which are 
more definitively harmful to women 
in almost the situations I can think of. 
For example, one of the women in the 
book about rural women I quoted 
before,WE DIDN'T HAVE MUCH

BUT WE SURE HAD PLENTY, (2) 
has this to say about herself and the 
neighboring rual women: 

. the women out here, all of them 

milk and plow. They even have plowing contests 
for women. And they also are big pictures in the 
decisions that get made. There's no question of 
the husband's business not being the woman's 
business. On the other hand, they go to meetings 
with thei r husbands and - - the women down 
here, I think, probably have as much to say 
about thei r own farms as the men do, but in 
public they don·t speak up. For instance, they're 
not going to vote for the ERA, that sort of thing. 
But when it comes to the home, they have power. 

(p.197) 

From the statement above, I can 
discover several other womanly 
traits. First of all, this group of 
women participate fully in the eco
nomic lives of their families----in
cluding the heavy physical work. 
They are supportive of their spouse's 
efforts, and, probably in private, they 
give informed opinions on what 
should be done. But they do not 
speak out in public! Whether because 
of a disbelief in their own minds, or 
because they wish to maintain a pub
lic image of passivity, or because they 
know their males have such delicate 
egoes, they allow their husbands to 
speak for them. 

Are the traits I have just men
tionned above womanly? I certainly 
believe so. Women, it seems to me, 
suffer from low self esteem, regard
less of their real accomplishments. 
This is, of course, not sur risin 
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Having heard all their lives about 
their deficiencies, women play the 
role of inferior beings very well in 
public meetings. 

From just two literary selec
tions, one a work of fiction, the other 
a report of real women speaking, I 
have now a whole list of womanly 
traits. I have given names to those 
characteristics of women which are in 
my reality. I know women who have 
low self-esteem. I know women who 
are equal partners in their families' 
affairs, but who never open their 
mouths in public meetings because 
they are afraid they will somehow 
diminish their husband's role by such 
action. 

On my list of womanly traits, 
therefore, are names of characteris
tics of women I admire, and names of 
other characteristics which I can con
sciously try to avoid. I no longer must 
accept those "names" of women given 
to us by men. I have taken the 
power to create those "names" myself 

I am well aware that my per
sonal system of "naming" the charac
teristics of women is not the only 
way. You are certainly invited to 
create your own system - one which 
works for you. I only know that I 
have given myself the power to shape 
reality into a form that serves my 
interest and goals· as a woman, and I 
find that particular power exhilarat-
ing. 

Sara Best, Chevy Chase, Md. 

(!)SACRED DIMENSIONS OF WOMEN'S EXPERIENCES; edited by Elizabeth 
Dodson Gray, Roundtable Press, Boston, 1988 p. 1.

(2) WE DIDN'T HAVE MUCH, BUT WE SURE HAD PLENTY; edited by Sherry
Thomas, Anchor Press/Doubleday, Garden City, New York, 1981 p.xiii

(3) SEXIST LANGUAGE and GENDER INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE, compiled by Meg
Bowman and Rosemary Matson, p. 41

"His sermcn lost Sundoy, 'The Meeli Sholl Inherit the 
Borth/ hod them rollint in the oisks.'' 
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LISTENING TO OUR BLACK SISTERS 
Katie G. Cannon, BLACK WOMAN/ST ETHICS ( Atlanta Ga. 30333, Scholars Press, 

1988) PO Box 15288. $15.00 
Toni Morrison, BELOVED (NYC, Alfred A. Knopf, 1987) 
Mary Helen Washington, INVENTED LIVES • NARRATIVES OF BLACK WOMEN

1860-1960 (NYC: Anchor Press, 1987) $9.75 

Mary Helen Washington's intro- in terms of her sexuality? Her life of 
duction to INVENTED LIVES de- survival strategies - her self-asser-
lineates for us the barriers American tion, her field labor, her sexual ex-
women have had to surmount to ploitation from puberty, not only to 
become authentic witnesses for their white owners and overseers, but to 
own lives. Furthermore, she says, black males ·selected for her as studs 
"Only during the final quarter of the for breeding purposes - - defined her 
20th century have black women by her sexuality, and no true woman 
writers been recognized and pub- admitted to being sexual. She had a 
lished in large numbers - and some barrier Booker T. Washington never 
critics have hailed them as 'prophets had to face! 
for a new day."' 

During the century between 
1860 and 1960, not only was the liter
ary cannon prescribed by white 
middle class males, but women were 
also defined by them: a woman was 
fragile, refined, chaste, submissive, an 
angel in her home and essentially the 
private property of some protective 
male. A few white women managed 
to publish their narratives within this 
narrow code, but the lives experi
enced by black women were almost 
entirely outside the definition. 

Some black • males, as they ac
quired the· education to enable their 
mastery of the acceptable language, 
could emerge as real men. Their tales 
of intrigue, initiative, revolt and cour
age made them heroes of a recogniz
able caste. They were men,

What could a black woman tell 
about herself when the true events of 
her life made her seem not more of a 
woman, but more animal-like defined 

Nonetheless, as Mary Helen 
Washington's selections from short 
stories and novels demonstrate, black 
women in the struggle against their 
situations did have lives of signifi
cance to themselves and to all of us. 
We have heard of Harriet Tubman 
and her leadership of slaves into 
freedom, but the daily resistances 
and rebellions and subterfuges of 
black women in slavery are almost 
unknown to us. The language of 
gentility is totally incapable of ren
dering their narratives. When a few 
women managed to use it, the effect 
is strange and contrived. We need to 
read therough these texts with a new 
understanding Washington provides. 

One of her. selections is from 
Harriet Jacobs' INCIDENTS IN THE

LIFE OF A SLAVE GIRL (1860), as 
told to Maria Lydia Child.* 
*It used to be believed that the NARRATIVE

was the invention of Child, or at least she
wrote most of it, but scholars now credit it
to Jacobs with Child as editor and assistant
in getting it published.



The slave girl's resistance to 
the sexual advances of her doctor

wner began before she was a teen
ager. Because of the wisdom and re
nforcement of her grandmother, she 
as able to preserve her chastity for 

ome time. The jealousy of the 
octor's wife, while it did not endear 
he slave to her, did provide some 
rotection also. A free black man fell 

·n love with her and offered to buy
er for his bride, but the doctor re
used on the specious grounds that
he belonged to his minor daughter.
fter a time, the free black friend 
oved away. 

In a final ploy to avoid the 
aster, our heroine selected a white 
nmarried male acquaintance as her 

lover and subsequently bore two 
hildren. She had thus chosen for 
ers from a limited field of options, 

an act Katie G. Cannon in BLACK

WOMAN/ST ETHICS defines as an 
thical choice and an act of defiance 
nd self creation. 

The writing in this novel seems 
less stilted and quaint as we read it 
oday if we understand that the slave 
irl had a sordid tale to tell and only 
he language of gentility with which 
o tell it. Today black women writers
ave undertaken the challenge of
reating a new language - Hurston,

Shange, Angelou, Brooks, to name 
nly a few; and Toni Morrison's re
ent best seller, BELOVED, makes 
n interesting parallel with NARRA

TIVE to demonstrate the process 
nderway, since it also is a story of 
he 1860's as the Civil War is reaching 

its end. 

Here also a slave woman is 
planning resistance in order to avoid 
the advances of a new owner. The 
scene is Kentucky. She has a slave 
husband and four children. With 
other slaves on the farm they plan an 
escape. Her husband fails to make 
the rendevous, but the rest travel in 
terrible hardship across the Ohio 
River and attain shelter in a safe
house when word comes that their 
pursuers are coming. As she reviews 
her own life in slavery she seems to 
have no choice in order to save her 
children from that fate but to kill the 
children and herself. 

The arrival of the pursuers 
thwarts her plan and the only child 
who dies is the little girl whom they 
refer to as Beloved because the only 
words from the funeral that her 
mother can remember are dearly 
beloved - and that is what she has 
carved on her youngest child's grave 
marker. 

T he lines of internal reality now 
become more vivid than the external 
events - and as readers we become as 
confused as the central characters. 
The rest of the novel works out the 
effects 011 the family of Beloved's 
haunting of their house and th�ir 
lives. How can they come to terms 
with the ghost of a child killed by her 
own mother? How indeed can an 
oppressed people. or oppressed indi
viduals come to terms with their own 
ghosts whenever a situation is so lim
ited in choices that none is altogether 
good, but decisions have to be made, 
decisions which create situations in 
which the oppressed becomes the 
o ressor?



Katie G. Cannon derives her 
BLACK WOMAN/ST ETHICS from a 
study. of the theological resources of 
Howard Thurman and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and the life and fiction of 
Zora Neale· Hurston. For Thurman, 
morality is found in the faithful living 
in community • where interactions 
encourage wholeness or brokenness 
and the mystical experience of God is 
available to individuals. For King, 
love and justice are the dynamics for 
ethical action. 

The life and fiction of Hurston 
are less theoretical and flesh out the 
way ethics and morality are shown in 
the day to day. lives of black women. 
Denied the elementary bonds of fam
ily and kinship by slavery and its 
successor Jim Crow, and denied de
velopment that would have enabled 
them to function as free moral agents, 
they have carried responsibility for 
creating community bonds. Valuing 
education as a means to liberation 
they early became teachers and 
guardians of tradition. 

Black women have had to trans
form their early Joss of innocence, as 
spelled out in NARRATIVE OF A 

SLAVE GIRL as well as in Hurston's 
works such as THEIR EYES WERE 

WATCHING GOD, into invisible 
dignity based on the moral wisdom 
"to love nobody more than you do 
yourself. 11 They have had to become 
unctuous moral agents, those who 
form their own judgments and de
mythologize . whole bodies of so-called 
social legitimacy. Cannon sees in 
these sisters a quiet grace founded 
in the acknowledgement of their 
never practiced delicacy and their. 
invisible moral character. 

When white women fail to ac
knowledge the experience of black 
women and act as though their own 
experience were the experience of all 
women, they are guilty of racism and 
classicism. Reading and reviewing 
these three books is a small ac
knowledgement of the living witness 

Jean Zoerheide 

Baltimore, Md. 

I?{_ fM'EJ,{O!IQJf.!M 

We mourn the loss of a staunch UU feminist, Dr. Myra Rose Zinke, who died in 
Baltimore, Md. on May 22 after 2 1/2 years of debility ,and suffering from cancer. Lay 
preacher io the Monmouth County, N. J. church and in Baltimore's First Unitarian 
church where she was a member of the Women and Religion group, Myra fearlessly 
challenged sexism wherever she found it. She led non-sexist workshops an d worship 
at Star Island where she usually attended the Institute on Religion in an age of Sci
ence_. 

Myra entered medical school at the age of 19 on scholarship in 1945. After 
practicing medicine for man y years, she moved to Baltimore in 1980 to study psy
chiatry at the U. of MD. Medical School. For the last four years she has practiced 
psychiatry both privately and at Shepard Pratt, specializing in geriatric patients. 
We will remember her encouraging the voices of women in her phrases, "Well, did 
you� that; Why didn't you speak up'!" 

We salute a woman who taught herself to speak up! 



MALE - FEMALE RELATIONSHIP 
Current Approaches to Understanding 

Editor's Note: The following excerpts 
are from a talk given by Louis W. 
Jones at the UU Church of San Mateo, 
CA. on March 19, 1989. Readers of 
this journal will recall that Louis has 
been working for some years to 
achieve appropriate UU recognition 
for Mary Wollstonecraft, whose book 
VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF 
WOMEN was one of the first to ad
vocate the· rights of women. Through 
his efforts, Mary Wollstonecraft is 
now included on the the wall calen
dar of UU notables. Louis is also the 
author of a published UVA program 
entitled "Meet Mary Wollstonecraft . "

---------------------

In dealing with today's topic, 
the male-female relationship, it 
seems relevant to mention briefly 
what Wollstonecraft had to say in 
this regard. To quote: 

There must be more equality established 
in society, or morality will never gain ground. 

Let there be no coercion established in 
society and, the law of gravity prevailing, the 
sexes will fall into their proper places. 

Who made man the exclusive the judge? 

The struggle for co-equality has 
continued through the ages, but has 
not received top billing until recently. 
Back in 1846 - two years before the 
historic Women's Rights Convention 
in Seneca Falls, New York, a ·unitarian 
minister, Samuel Joseph May, 
preached a sermon in Syracuse, New 
York. "It is not for me," he said, "nor 
for us men, to prescribe the mode in 
which the women shall operate. Let 
us leave this to their own good sense 
and taste." He said he did not believe 

women's condition will be essentially 
improved until their rights are 
recognized as equal in every 
way. "We may," he said, "with no 
more propriety assume to govern 
women, than they might assume to 
govern us. And never will the na
tions of the earth be well governed 
until both sexes, as well as all par
ties, are fairly represented and have 
an influence." 

The male-female relationship is 
probably the most challenging sub
ject that could ever be attempted. 
Every religion has struggled with it. 
It is a relationship that must be joint 
addressed. Ideally, the plaform here 
today would be shared equally with a 
female. 

I have no special knowledge to 
contribute, but I have through years 
of observation noted what I perceive 
to be a significant and, indeed, revo
lutionary change in general attitudes. 
Let me come right to the point. I am 
not soap-boxing for women's libera
tion. Nor am I seeking men's libera
tion. My personal goal is mind lib
eration, - mutual liberation to be 
more exact - which cannot be gained 
so long as one gender assumes to 
dominate the other. My motto ap
pears on my printed letterhead: 
Freedom the end - and equality the 
regulating principle. 

Thomas Paine said in this con
nection that "Human equality, far 
from being modern doctrine, is the 
oldest on record." Paine, the architect 
of American independence, was a 
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literary associate of Wollstonecraft, 
and their writings are similar. 

The male .culture and the fe
male culture are intertwined. One 
culture cannot be examined and un
derstood except in relation to the 
other. There must be a coming to
gether as co-equals if the composite 
human condition is to be understood 
and improved. It is only when we 
mutually recognize our interdepend
ence that we can achieve anything 
approaching independence, and be
fore we can be truly free. Again I 
say: Freedom the end - equality the 
regulating principle. 

There was an explosion of lit
erature during the 80s dealing with 
sexism and looking toward improved 
intergender relations. I have a 30 
page booklet sent to me by Meg Bow
man, whom many of you know, circu
lated by New Society Publishers in 
Philadelphia in 1983. The title and 
subtitie suggest the contents: ."Under
standing and Fighting Sexism: A. Call 
to Men." 

In this booklet we read that 
men's support groups have been 
extremely helpful, and that men have 
begun to see connections between 

sexism and other problems in society. 
To quote one sentence: "As men, we 
have a lot to gain by fighting sexism." 

On March 25, 1984, the Rever
end Katharine Winthrop Russell 
preached a sermon at the First 
Universalist Church of Syracuse, New 
York, about Matilda Gage. Who was 
Matilda Gage? She was for a time one 
of the trio that included Susan B. 
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Gage was the scholarly member. Both 
Anthony and Stanton rejected Gage 
and consigned her to historical obliv
ion probably because Gage wrote an 
extraordinarily revealing book titled, 
WOMAN, CHURCH AND STATE,. 

showing how priest and monarch 
worked together through the ages to 
oppress women. 

While extolling Matilda Gage, 
Reverend Russell said: "The whole 
theory regarding woman under Chris
tianity has been based on the concep
tion that she had' no right to live for 
herself alone. Her duty to others has 
continuously been placed before her, 
and her training has ever been that of 
self-sacrifice." 

Let's not forget Mary Woll
stonecraft. Her name continues to 
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pop up. You may remember the 
academic storm that developed down 
at Stanford University last year when 
ethnic and feminist student groups 
demanded the creation of a course on 
Western civilization that is not the 
exclusive product of an all-male, 
white elite. A new course was pro
posed, one in which Jacques Rousseau, 
for instance, would continue to be 
studied, but the works of Mary Woll
stonecraft, his principal critic, would 
also be examined. (Wollstonecraft 
challenged Rousseau's view that 
women are subservient to men.) 

Under the new proposal the 
recommended reading lists would no 
longer be limited to books by white 
males. After exhaustive debate, in 
which U. S. Education Secretary Wil
liam Bennett became involved, the 
students won and the study of world 
culture at Stanford has been broad
ened to be more inclusive and more 
representative of the real world, 
rather than a fanciful one - a world 
fashioned by both men and women 
and by people of diverse skin color. 

And now I wish to speak about 
an event just last month which repre
sented, in my view, a great break
through and a triumph for the 
women-in-religion movement. A 
woman, a black woman, has been 
consecrated as the first female bishop 
in the world-wide Anglican commun
ion. The story is reported in 
Newsweek of February 13, 1989, in 
a four page spread written by a team 
of male and female news writers. 
The thrust of the report seems to be 
that a transformation of our religious 
institutions is just around the corner. 

After, all, the article points out, 
women have always outnumbered 
men at Sabbath services, and half the 
seminarians in the country today are 
women. 

What is especially significant in 
the article is that feminist theology is 
now being placed before the public 
by means of a mainstream publica
tion. Feminist theology holds that 
patriarchy, the rule of men, is the 
Original Sin, and the root of all other 
social evils - sexism, racism, clerical
ism, ageism, classism, homophobia, 
parental subjugation of children, and 
even humankind's technological rape 
of Mother Earth. 

Is there a revolutionary change 
in attitudes taking place? I say there 
is. We all remember the recent rejec
tion of former Senator John Tower as 
the one to head the nation's defense 
department. Part of the reason for 
the Tower rejection, according to 
political historian William Leuchten
berg, is "clearly a different attitude 
today toward women." 

I suggest that, as in the case of 
all revolutions, we have a choice of 
being intelligently involved in it, or 
simply being innundated by it. 

I do not suggest the matter is 
free from controversy. But it is often 
out of controversy that understanding 
and acceptance emerges. 

Louis W. Jones 
San Mateo, CA. 
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THE ·RIGHT TO LIFE AND RU 486 

The right to life is a basic moral 
issue, but not a simple one. There 
are many dimensions to consider. 
Included in the definition of the right 
to life is the right to minimum hu
man sustef\ance.. Our planet earth 
cannot sustain an endless number of 
human beings. Our world is already 
filled with babies born into the most 
terrible poverty, violence, and depri
vation. Who cares? Where are the 
'right - to - lifers'? It has been said 
that people dedicated to the rights of 
the fetus lose . their moral imperative 
after the fetus is born. 

Overpopulation usually results 
in the opposite of reverence for life, 
namely, individual life is cheap. The 
TV media is full of violence and 
death against individuals. What 
hypocrisy we live with! 

Abortion is indeed a poor and 
sad way to resolve unwanted life and 
overpopulation. Here the pro-choice 
and the right-to-life concerned popu
lation have a common mission: to 
control • pregnancy at its earliest stage 
in order to prevent "murder tt of the 
developing fetus. Family planning 
and birth control research are re
sponbilities all societies must share 
and encourage. 

The newly researched drug RU 
486 is a glimmer of light in the over
population darkness. At the earliest 
stage, before the fertilized egg can 
attaach itself to the womb, the choice 
can be made. 

Environmental and population 
control can work together to give our 
children the inheritance of the basic 
decent life they all deserve. 

Mary Rose Curtis, Bethesda, MD. 

............. �-
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EXCERPTS FROM THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

Editor's Note: The following excerpts 
are taken from the PRESIDENT'S RE
PORT to the 1989 GENERAL ASSEM
BLY given by the President of our 
denomination, William R. Schulz. I 
have made no attempt to cover the 
broad variety of subjects covered in 
this report, but have limited our 
excerpts to topics of particular inter
est to readers of REACHING. SIDE
WAYS. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

As one of three pro•choice pan
elists on Public Television's "Town 
Meeting on Abortion II this past April, 
I debated Nellie Gray of the March for 
Life movement and others who 
seemed to think that rational dis
course was served by one steady 
hour of likening me to Hitler and 
calling me a "baby killer" and, with 
Ann Sontheimer of our Youth Staff, I 
appeared on New England's "People 
Are Talking" television program to 
debate the issue of sex edu.cation with 
fundamentalists who believe that 
only the Bible should guide our sexual 
mores, including, I presume, the in
junction in the Book of Leviticus that 
no man should share a bed with a 
menstruating woman and the ex
ample of Lot whose rape of his two 
daughters went unpunished. Now I 
revere the Bible in many ways but 
we do it a disservice if we take its in
junctions· as literal rule for contempo
rary life, and with all of its incest and 
prostitution and adultery, the Bible is 
a peculiar choice of guidebook for 
people like those who run the Chris
tian Datin2 Service in Chica20. a 

service which matches single males 
and females on the basis of height, 
weight, hobbies, goals, and one fur
ther category I have not yet fath
omed: "degree of virginity." 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

...... On April 9 in Washing
ton, DC, Unitarian Universalists made 
such good news marching for 
women's equality and women's lives. 
If you were in Washington with us on 
April 9, will you stand? I have rarely 
been so proud· to lead a group of 
Unitarian Universaf1sts as I was that 

;• 

day when· I was one of three speakers 
at the opening worship service and 
more than 1500 of us marched under 
the UUA banner. 

Let me share with you a lovely 
little aside about that march. At one 
point the denominational delegations 
(which were lined up alphabetically) 
found ourselves in a logjam, unable to 
enter the main procession. And after 
about an hour of standing still, the 
Unitarian Universalists got impatient, 
broke .ranks, and all 1500 of us took 
off across the Mall to join the line of 
march farther· up Constitution 
Avenue. At first when the United 
Church of Christ and United Methodist 
delegations behind us. saw us break 
ranks and going our own way, they 
tried to protest and call us back but 
within seconds· they saw the wisdom 
of our heresy and they too followed 
our lead across the Mall, and believe 
me, I couldn't help but find a bit of 
historical justice in that! 
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We are poised today on the verge of a Supreme Court decision which 
may be as regressive in our day as the Dred Scott decision was in its. We 
are already seeing a court· which is rendering devastating blows to affirma
tive action hiring. And now that Court threatens to limit a woman's right 
to a safe and legal abortion. 

Well, let it be known here and now that, if Roe V, Wade is over
turned, Unitarian Universalists will do all we can to see that women still 
have access to safe ·abortions even if it means, as it did before 197 4, 
engaging in civil disobedience in the name of women!s:\ ,rights and religious 

liberty. We shall never turn back! 

(The illustration below is reprinted from The Nearly There newsletter • 

of the Elizabeth Cady Stanton Chapter of the Unitarian Universalist Women's 
Federation. The picture speaks as loudly as any words I can think of.) 



UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WOMEN'S HISTORY 

PUBLICATION PROJECT 

!if. Special Jnv/J;ation to P attfcipau from '1Jurotn1j !May 'Dnt,rson 

Throughout the Unitarian Univer
salist Association, there have been nu
merous discussions about the need for 
greater knowledge concerning the his
tory of women in our liberal religious 
traditions. One way to gain greater 
awareness of this important heritage is 
through the writings of our women. 
Currently available anthologies of 
Universalist and Unitarian writings 
unfortunately contain few, if any writ
ings by women. The UU Women's His
tory Publication Project, sponsored by 
the UU Women's Federation and funded 
in part by the Denominational Grants 
Panel, has thus been created to respond 
to the need to locate and provide access 
to our women's writings. The goal of 
this project is to conceptualize, design, 
research, edit, and ammge for publica
tion a series of anthologies of writings by 
Universalist and Unitarian women in 
history. 

Local congregation,. are invited to 
participate in this much needed project 
in a special way, by identifying one or 
more women in the history of their group 
or area of the country to sponsor. Con
gregations can become spomors by 
underwriting the research financially 
and/or by hemming involved themselves 
in the reseatch process. The project will 
provide guidance in conducting research, 
as well as special programs on specific 
women. 

In addition, an;yone may submit 
the name and description of any woman 

they consider to be of importance, whose 
writing they believe should be included 
in the anthologies. These women need 
not be famous or already well-known. 
When possible, actual copies, of their 
writings, with specific sources noted, 
should be included. 

The project is also looking for 
additional members of the editorial 
committee. Scholars are being sought 
with expertise in women's history and 
with specific knowledge or interest in 
individual UU women and groups of 
women, particularly in the 19th century 
or earlier. The editorial committtee will 
be meeting in October to outline the 
series and to assign specific editorial 
responsibilities. 

(Ke J{ OorotJ.ur Moy Eme.raon 
continues her .mquest by co1lia ll /iJr 
mseon::h assista.nts. Particular.{ydesir
able ll.lP- .fet1llDll,Y and 1miwnity sfu.. 
dents elibible lor m,rs-study. Her in
�'tation concludes with the .loDowinll 
announcement) 

"Copies of the working papers of 
this project, which currently list over 60 
women and describe their work, are 
available for a $10 donation. Please 
request, COMPENDIUM OF RE
SOURCES AND COMMENTARY ON 
SOURCES. Commwlication concerning 
this project may be directed to the proj
ect coordinator, The Rev. Dorothy May 
Emerson, UU, Women's Federation, 25 
Beacon St., Boston, MA 0210. Home 
phone: 617/924-5888. 
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Editor's Note: WOMEN WARRIORS appeared in the last edition of REACHING 
SIDEWAYS with two typographical errors, which, unfortunately, changed the mean
ing. . The correct version is reprinted here .. 

WOMEN WARRIORS 

The women wait, but now less patiently 
As men go forth, again and yet again, 
To spew their hate and death upon the land. 

When all is done, the restive women come. 
They gather up the frightened innocents 
The others who are left - to start anew. 

Would women take soul courage· to break free. 
End this sad tale of human misery; 
Be warriors for a better destiny 
Make of this earth a bloodless battleground 
Where only love and tenderness contest, 
And be forgotten - - wars and weaponry! 

But woman first must rise up from her trance, 
The Sleep�g Beauty, kiss herself awake, 
Cut culture's cords that bind her to the past 
And warrior be for earth's and her own sake. 

Dorothy Sam; San Francisco, CA 
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CHANNING'S SISTERS AND BROTHERS 
Begun at the StJggeslion of Lucile Schuck 
Longview, this column is intended to be a 
RJfJ811s of sll1111ng both information and 
news of the activities of women and men 
all owr the counly. In this way weds
cowr that we are not II/one, that there are 
othtr lllls all 011, the continent who are 
wt:rking with us even thou¢ !TtJIJI ds
tances separate Olr Htn: 

Once ma-e a large envelope tom 
Meg Bowman of the Pacific Cen1ral Dis1rict 
brings me all kinds of information abdut 
the activities of that dstict, both past and 
future. f have already mentionned in this 
issue the booklet SEXIST LANGUAGE 
aka GENDER EXCLUSIVE LAN• 
GUAGE, a collection of articles designed 
to •1) Raise consciousness' to the sexisms 
inherent in the Enlish language, and 2) 
Provide pragmatic suggestions to change 
language to become gender Inclusive, 11 
co"1)iled by Meg Bowman and Rosemary 
Matson and fer sale at $3.00. In my 
envelope w«e also notices of a confer
ence on •woman & Goddess in Ancient 
Religion" aready held in May, and pro
posed tips to the IARF conference in 
Hamburg, Germany in 1990 (IARF: Inter-
national Association for Religious Free
dom.) There was also information about 
1he Feminist Caucus of 1he American 
Humanist Aesoc:iation ($5.00 to join) and 
notice of 1he Annual Humanist Heroine 
Award, which was given to Ann Simon
ton, a former successful model wno· gave 
up her carreer to found MEDIA WATCH, 
a San1a Cruz based national erganization 
1hat c:ruadades against demeaning images 
of women prorrulgated in 1he media. 

In a letter tom Meg, she de- • 
nounced.the word Instinct as the ·•·second 

most misused word in the English lan
guage." ( Meg continues her commentary 
by adding that the most often misused 
word is American which is used as If 
there were a nation state called 
America.) She then continues her 
discussion of Instinct by saying, " Pick 
up any Intro to Soc book to learn that hu-
mans do not have i nstinct - - we do not 
have inbaTI knowledge. This is a vague, 
abstact werd used to mean many things -
humans do not have territorial instincts, 
maternal instincts, er any other kind of 
instincts. Drives, some reflexes, the 
capacity to learn, our genetic heritage ... 
certainly. Instinct, nor 

For further information about the 
booklet on Sexist Language, the tips to 
the IARF conf«ence, or the Feminist 
Caucus of the AHA, here are adcresses 
and phone numbers: 
Rosemary Matson, Box 1710, Carmel 
V Alley, CA 93924, (-409) 659-3758, and 
Meg Bowman, Box 21506, San Jose, CA., 
95151, (408) 292-1172. 

In March came notice of the 
Chapin-crane Women and Religion an-
nual spring conf«ence, held in May in 
East Lansing, Ml. The conference was 
called EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN 
IN THE 1990'8, and Necia Desiree 
Harkless, a member of the Con1inen1al 
Women & Religion Board, gave the key
note adcress on the topic: . EMPOWER• 
MENT: IMAGES AND LIKENESSES 
OF THE BLACK MADONNA. In June, 
1he newsletter, "Old Wives' Tales" pre
sented several written evaluations of the 
conference, whidl, apparently, was poorly 
attended. As one who has been involved 
with putting on a number of conferences, I 



un erstan very we e m o agonizing 
1hat occurs when a conference does not 
·achieve 1he kind of attendance expected.
As Mary Ann Kuszelewicz of Flint, Ml.;
explained in a statement in the newsletter:

. . . . . .But I realize we need not 
get into that judgmental space that big is 
always better and that small is a failure. 
All of life cycles between expansion and 
contraction, both being good and neces-
sary for natural order ............ • • • 

Enclosed in the newsletter is a· 
questionnare which asks those who cid 
not attend 1he conference to check all ·their 
reasons for not attendng and return the 
questionnaire to Mary· Ann. 

• What a wonderful ideal I am quite
certain 1hat the Chapin-Crane W&R 
committee will learn a geat deal about the 
interests of their own goup. I, however, 
stongly suspect 1hat attendance was low 
because of 1he le1hargy which had aept 
up on so many of our feminists--that is, 
before 1he Supreme Court Deci$ion. · But 
more about 1hat in the editorial. 

• • •0td Wives 'Tales· also lis1s two
books of interest as.follows: 

THE INNER DANCE: A guide to . 
aplrltual and paychologlcal unfold
ing, by Diane Mariechild wi1h Shuli •• • 
Goodman, 1987 

An excellent boot fiJled with 
guided meditations and exercises on such 
diverse subjects as Healing the Inner 
Chfld to A Celebration of Menopause. A , 
set of tapes that correspond to the book • 
can also be _P.urcbased. . .. ESCAPE fptnlf INTIMACY by Anne '. 
Wilson Schaet, 1989. 

A brilliant piece of wort that sorts 
out the love addiction and examines them 
as sex, relationship and romance addic
tions. The boot is still only available in 

From MSUU GLEANINGS, we 
received and printed, Dorothy Emerson's 
• invitation' to all of us to participate in the _
uu· women's history publication project.
Of particular interest to those of us who
are lay women, also, is an article �y a
senior woman minister who has this to say
about the acceptance of her minisry:

. I've a,ways felt accepted and sup-
pated by die men - -even at SlalT King,
where I was one of two women, and#Je
other was in fleli9ovs Edlcallon. Its a
WlY/11/ng feeling to dJ1iJk iJack on it all. And
as I do #link IJ8ck, I n,metWtJr /hat it was
most of/en die women who ffl!n' #Jen,af
p-o/J/em - - - -

• Since reading the above paragaph,
I have been considering - on and off, of
course - - how to prevent women from
being 1heir own genders enemy. I recall
1he stories about the Jewish "nasties" in
1he concentration camps who were just as
brutal to 1he other Jews as the Nazis, and I
have also read about 1he psychological
ramifications involved--that the
"nasties" identified with ther captors, the
ones in power. • My explanation here, is
vas11y simplified, I know, but I cannot help
but wonder how we women can learn to
love one another in a patiarchal society.
Perhaps that cannot happen. �t any �te,
I for on-., will watch my own actions a bit
more closely to ty to dscover whether I
am part of tt,e problem. And, if any of �ou
readers have any thoughts on 1he subiect.
I wish you'd write them down and mail
1hem tome.

: I received Volume IV, Number 1 of
1he journal, CRITICAL MASS, which
was 1he largest yet pro<iJced, and appar
en11y, the last issue to be aeated by �e
current goup based in the San Franasco/
Berkeley area, and former1y centered at



Starr King School for the Minis1ry. The 
current issue focusses on women, and 
consists of one fascinating article after an
other by such UU women as Marjorie 
Newlin Leaming, Betty B. Hoskins, Priscilla 
B. Hinckley, and many others. I hope to

, persuade some of the authors to allow me
to use edited versions of their work. in
REACHING SIDEWAYS in future
. editions. Meanwhile, I wish to express my
sorrow at the demise of the current form of
this journal which has been intended as an
unofficial forum for UUs to discuss contro
versial issues and ideas. My best wishes
to the editors who will be mainly respon
sible for its survival, Jaco B. ten Hove in
Edmonds, WA, and tom kunesh in ST.
Paul/Minneapolis. For those who wish to
subsaibe to the new version, the rates are
as follows:

. Subsaiption Rates 
(4issues) 

Sponsors: $100 or more 
Institutions (churches, libraries, etc.) $30 
lndviduals: $18 
Single copies: $5 plus $1 mailing (limited 
supply) 

All correspondence and contribu
tions to: 

Jaco B. ten Hove 
Box 362 Edmonds, WA 98020 or 

1pkunesh 
Box 14247 Dinkytown Station 
Mn'neapolis, MN 55414 

Last of all, I received a brochure 
tom,Adienne Young on the midweat 
WICCAN INTENSIVE with STARHAWK 
and RECLAIMING COLLECTIVE which 
offers an opportunity to study Feminist 
Ritual, Magic, and Political Change. This 
summer intensive will take place tom Aug. 
27-Sept 2, 1989 in the Chicagoland/
Mchigan area. The cost is $325-$400 US
slidng scale. Fa- bther infa-mation, and

a registration form, please write to Adi
enne Young, PO Box 26, Clarendon Hills, 
IL 60514. A $100 (US) deposit is requred 
to hold your place in camp, and, consider
ing the time you will be receiving this issue 
of REACHING SIDEWAYS, you may 
wish to send your money when you make 
your inquiries to make Sll'e to reserve a 
place. 

ABOUT ·THIS JOURNAL 
The editors of this jol.lllal wish to . 

thank all of you who so generously re
sponded to our last issue with your contri
butions. For those of you who are reading_ 
this journal for the first time, we would like 
to restate our purpose once more - - the 
same purpose we have had since we 
began Ol.l" journal in 1981: 

•REACHING SIDEWAYS will
challenge sexism iJecause we seeK; in the 
� of otr l/l/A Bylaws, 1o aflrm, 
defend and p-omote the SUfYl!Jme wa1h 
and dgnity of eve,y human pe1S011ali� 
and the use of the dem«:n1tic met/Jot/ in 
human relationships. • 

We invite each of you to share your 
ideas with us in REACHING 
SIDEWAYS. We .-e well aware of the 
difficulties involved with putting thoughts 
on paper. We know at ht hand how easy 
it is to pr�stinate and only think about 
what you might write if you ever got to it 
May we offer some suggestions learned 
tom long experience? The beat way to 
write for REACHING SIDEWAYS or for 
anything else, is to seat oneself in front of 
a word processor, typewriter (with paper), 
or a blank piece of paper (be sure you 
have a pencil near by so you won't spend 
all YO\I writing time looking for it) and 
remain in that position until you have 
written something. Do not allow your own 
aitical sense to censor your material 



as you write. Your writing is undoubtedly 
better 1han you know. The important thing 
is to get down as many of your ideas on 
paper as you can in a first craft. Then 
give yourself a day or two of mental diges
tion before you come back to read your 
material again. We are willing to betthat 
you will like your material better on the 
second reading! Then you can do any 
polishing you wish to do, and hurry to put 
your material in an envelope to mail to 
REACHING SIDEWAYS before you 
change your mind. 

Seriously, we know we are 1rying to 
make writing sound easier 1han it is, but .. 
we sincerely want, and need, the benefit 
of as many people's thoughts as possible. 
Please mail your articles, book reviews, 
poems, ctawings, etc. to Sara Best, 5211 
Saratoga Ave., Chevy Chase, Md. 20815. 
Our publication deadline will be on Octo-
ber 15, BUT, if you have some work in 
prog-ess by that date; just give me a call 
at (301) 65�, and I will save space 
for you. 

We look faward to hearing from 
you. 

Sara Best 

con 

THE FNAUOULEM WCMIAN • Female 
HO'ke"J' who feel Ike a ltaud despite the/' 
outward success.· Theystrugge to suc
cset;t h an envronment that denlt;rates 
womens strengths and wiles.. The usual 
htsrpretatbn of the "inposter syncrome" 6 
/hat women don't havesulllckmt selt
estsem and conl'ldBnce lo make/I h the, 
career Ha'At Actua� thesynaome 
reflects a cr/lqueotihepalrbrchalHO'k 
cu/11.1elhal M:T� power, domhalbn and 
mant,ublbn. Me,i, t�oflen feel ltaud-

/zed to repress fh,s awareness a 
d,smM II with sardonic huma. 

Feel a nttle better? I did as I 
realized women's criticism of the 
patriarchal world Is beginning to 
come Into common parlance. It 
has been my experience that 
when Ideas begin to emerge ii 
the newspapers, ther time Is com
ing. Regardless of the supreme 
Court's decision, we are making 
some progress, and wBI continue 
to make stlll more as long as we 
are wiling to work for It. 

Pege 22 



Comment by Jewell Alcorn McHugh continued from inside front cover 

interpret their statement, was as follows: 
Women may be controlled by the laws of 
1heir State. Since state legislatures are, 
without exception, con1rolled by men, 
women will be cont"olled by men. Women 
may be thus deprived of the opportunity to 
make the most critical decisions of their 
lives fer themselves. 

The most basic discernible differ
ence between men and women is the part 
each plays in reproduction. The right to 
determine whe1her or not to bear a child is 
an essential part of any woman's plan fer 
her life. Her future health, happiness and 
economic status depend upon it. When 
women lose the right to control this unique 
aspec t of their lives, they are not free; 
1hey are not equal. 

While I was attempting to answer 
fer myself why reproductive choices of 
women must be made by each woman fer 
herself, my daughter suggested the follow
ing thought. In our legal and moral sys
tems, emphasis is placed on taking re
sponsibility for one's actions. Perpetrators 
of acts are expected to bear the conse
quences. No other human situation is 
comparable to the act of proaeation in 
which one of the two involved, 1he male, 
can be primarily responsible for an act, 
and another person, a female, must al
ways � the consequences. 

Fortunately, for most of the people I 
know, there is probably an equal sharing 
of decisions rega-ding this aspect of their 
lives. Even so, the major bu-den in every 
case must of necessity be on the woman. 
Because of this, the ultimate decisions 
on such matters should rest with 
her. 

Why is July 3 important to me? It is 
my day of dedication to a cause fer which I 

will work for the rest of my life. Mark 
Twain said that he came in with Halley's 
comet and that he would leave with it -
which he did. I came in as women were 
gaining the right to vote; I expect to leave 
this wortd as women are finally using the 
ballot - all women for themselves, the 
majority of the population of our coun1ry. 
To this purpose, I dedicate the rest of my 
life. 

We must wage war for freedom at 
every available opportunity. The most 
valuable tool in 1his struggle is the ballot. 
We must make certain that all holders of 
public office realize 1he importance of 
supporting women in their fight for inde
pendence. I no� refuse to endorse whole 
slates of candidates. We should demand 
that each of the candidates declare 1heir 
positions with regard to the rights and 
demands of women; these positions 
should be basic to ballot choices we make. 

In this struggle we must involve 
men as well as women. Many men, per
haps a majority, are with us. Men also 
have much to lose by this Supreme Coll't 
decision. Family relationships, the welfare 
of wives and of chilcten, family incomes, 
even the lives of spouses are at 9"eater 
risk than ever befcre. 

There is even a more basic danger 
fer all persons. If a government may say a 
woman may not have an abortion, it may 
also one day be able to say who must 
have abortions or who must be 
sterilized. The State may be able to 
contol connception. If it can contol 
reproductive rights in women, what is to 
prevent it tom controlling reproductive 
rights of men? Could it not pass laws 
which force sterilization er castration of 
some men? This present Supreme Court 
has up-held state laws providing fer 



'executions, the taking of Fiuman hves. Could a state not also prevent the proaea1ion of 
human life? As a nation, we have started down a very dangerous road. 

Why do I wish to remember July 3, 1989? It is my Take Charge Day! Most of 
my life, or so it seems at time, other persons and outside forces have determinec my 
path. Things ''happened to me" instead of my making things occur. Now, I have 
gained a goal toward which I can move with vigor. It is called Freedom - a goal for 

myself, for all women, for all human beings. 

Where shall I start? Within myself, the church, the community , the state and 
nation. Henceforth, July 3 will be my Independence Day. 

Jewell Alcorn McHugh, Rockville, Md. 
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