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WOMEN AND RELIGION 
An Introductory Reading List 
GENERAL BACKGROUND 

Boulding, Elise. The Underside of History: A View of Women Through 
Time. 1976 Westview Press $24.75 An essential corrective for a distorted 
one-dimensionalview of history. 

Janeway, Elizabeth. Man's World, Woman's Place. 1971 Delta $2.65 
Paper. A Study of Social Mythology. 

Miller, Jean B. Towards a New Psychology of Women. 1976 Beacon 
Press $9.95. 

Myths Women Live By. Kyriokos. A Journal of the Unitarian Universalists 
Women's Federation. Vol. 1, No. 3, UU World Supplement, June 15, 1977. 

WOMEN AND RELIGION 
Annual Journal of the Universalist Historical Society. "Olympia Brown," 

V. (1963) A special issue devoted to Olympia Brown, the first woman or
dained to the Universalist ministry (1863).

A Study Action Guide for Women. Women's Caravan, 67 Newbury St., 
Boston, MA 02116 $3.50. A collection of articles for workshop and discus
sion groups. 

Collins, Sheila. A Different Heaven and Earth. Judson press $8.95. An 
overview of Women's Studies in Religion. 

Daly, Mary. Beyond God The Father. 1973 Beacon Press $3.95 Paper. 
Toward a Philosophy of Women's Liberation. 

Daly, Mary. Gyn/Ecology. 1978 Beacon Press. Another groundbreaking 
statement by one of the foremost feminist theologians of our time. 

Doely, Sarah Bentley. Women's Liberation and the Church. N.Y . 
Association, 1970. Essays highlighting the role of women in the church. 

Fuller, Margaret. Woman in the Nineteenth Century. New York: W.W. 
Norton, 1971 Paperback $2.25. The first feminist book published in 
America in 1855 by Margaret Fuller, leading Unitarian Transcendentalist. 

Hageman, Alice L., Ed., in collaboration with The Women's Caucus of 
Harvard Divinity School. Sexist Religion and Women in the Church: No 
More Silence! New York: Association Press, 1974. A dozen essays by 
various authors. Paperback $5.95. 



Hitchings, Catherine F. "Universalist and Unitarian Women Ministers," 
The Journal of the Universalist Historical Society, (1975). A biographical 
dictionary. 

Hunter, Edith F. Sophia Lyon Fahs: A Biography. Boston: Beacon Press 
1966. $5.95. Pioneer in liberal religious education. 

Neuman, Erich. The Great Mother. Princeton, 1955. The history and 
meaning of the Female Goddess figure. 

Ochs, Carol. Behind the Sex of God. 1977 Beacon Press $9.95. 
Patai, Raphael. The Hebrew Goddess. 1978 Avon Books Paper $2.95. 
Reuther, Rosemary. Religion and Sexism: Images of Women in Jewish 

and Christian Traditions. 1974 Simon and Schuster $3.95 Paper. Eleven 
theologians treat the subject of women as seen by theology. 

Reuther, Rosemary and Eugene Bianchi. From Machismo to Mutuality. 
Paulist Press, 1976. 

Russell, Letty M. Human Liberation in a Feminist Perspective-A 
Theology. 1974. Westminster Press $3.95 Paper. A contribution to theol
ogy of human liberation-written out of a specific involvement and a con
scious engagement in the liberation of women. 

The Woman's Bible. 1974. $6.95. A Study Guide to the Woman's Bible. 
1975. $3.50. Coalition Task Force on Women and Religion, 4759-15th Ave. 
N.E., Seattle, Washington 98105. Reissue of two volumes (in one) of the
commentaries on parts of the Bible published by a women's "revising com
mittee" in 1890's. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Unitarian and feminist, was a
member of the committee.

SIGNS. Journal of Women in Culture and Society. Winter 1976. Volume 
2, Number 2. University of Chicago Press, 5801 Ellis Ave., Chicago, IL 
60637 $4.00 Special section on Women and Religion. 

Stone, Merlin. When God Was a Woman. 1976 Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovitch Paper $3.95. Stimulating and controversial. 

Thompson, Mary Lou, Ed. Voices of the New Feminism. Boston: 
Beacon Press, 1978. Available in paperback. Sponsored by the Unitarian 
Universalist Women's Federation. 

FICTION 
Atwood, Margaret. Surfacing, 1972. Simon and Schuster. Reviewed in 

SIGNS (see above)-Volume 2 Number 2-as an example of a woman's 
spiritual quest novel. 

For further information, contact 
The Rev. Leslie Arden Westbrook 
UVA Minister for Women and Religion, 
25 Beacon St., Boston, MA 02108 









WOMEN AND RELIGION  
An Introductory Reading List (compiled in 1979) 

GENERAL BACKGROUND  

Boulding, Elise. The Underside of History: A View of Women 
Through Time. 1976 Westview Press $24.75 An essential 
corrective for a distorted one-dimensional view of history.  

Janeway, Elizabeth. Man's World, Woman's Place. 1971 Delta 
$2.65 Paper. A Study of Social Mythology.  

Miller, Jean B. Towards a New Psychology of Women. 1976 
Beacon Press $9.95.  

Myths Women Live By. Kyriokos. A Journal of the Unitarian 
Universalists Women's Federation. Vol. 1, No. 3, UU World 
Supplement, June 15, 1977.  

WOMEN AND RELIGION  

Annual Journal of the Universalist Historical Society. "Olympia 
Brown," V. (1963) A special issue devoted to Olympia Brown, the 
first woman or-dained to the Universalist ministry (1863). 

A Study Action Guide for Women. Women's Caravan, 67 Newbury 
St., Boston, MA 02116 $3.50. A collection of articles for workshop 
and discus-sion groups.  

Collins, Sheila. A Different Heaven and Earth. Judson press $8.95. 
An overview of Women's Studies in Religion.  

Daly, Mary. Beyond God The Father. 1973 Beacon Press $3.95 
Paper. Toward a Philosophy of Women's Liberation.  

Daly, Mary. Gyn/Ecology. 1978 Beacon Press. Another 
groundbreaking statement by one of the foremost feminist 
theologians of our time.  

Doely, Sarah Bentley. Women's Liberation and the Church. N.Y. 
Association, 1970. Essays highlighting the role of women in the 
church.  

https://www.amazon.com/World-Womans-Place-Elizabeth-Janeway/dp/0385286058
https://www.amazon.com/Underside-History-View-Women-Through/dp/0891580093
https://www.amazon.com/Underside-History-View-Women-Through/dp/0891580093
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/204391/toward-a-new-psychology-of-women-by-jean-baker-miller/9780807029091/
https://www.amazon.com/Different-Heaven-Earth-Sheila-Collins/dp/0817007008
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-God-Father-Philosophy-Liberation/dp/0807015032/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816209&sr=1-1&keywords=mary+daly
https://www.amazon.com/Gyn-Ecology-Metaethics-Radical-Feminism/dp/0807014133/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816209&sr=1-3&keywords=mary+daly
https://www.amazon.com/Womens-Liberation-Church-Editor-Bentley/dp/0809618133


Fuller, Margaret. Woman in the Nineteenth Century. New York: 
W.W. Norton, 1971 Paperback $2.25. The first feminist book 
published in America in 1855 by Margaret Fuller, leading 
Unitarian Transcendentalist.  

Hageman, Alice L., Ed., in collaboration with The Women's 
Caucus of Harvard Divinity School. Sexist Religion and Women in 
the Church: No More Silence! New York: Association Press, 1974. 
A dozen essays by various authors. Paperback $5.95.  

Hitchings, Catherine F. "Universalist and Unitarian Women 
Ministers," The Journal of the Universalist Historical Society, 
(1975). A biographical dictionary.  

Hunter, Edith F. Sophia Lyon Fahs: A Biography. Boston: Beacon 
Press 1966. $5.95. Pioneer in liberal religious education.  

Neuman, Erich. The Great Mother. Princeton, 1955. The history 
and meaning of the Female Goddess figure. 

Ochs, Carol. Behind the Sex of God. 1977 Beacon Press $9.95.  

Patai, Raphael. The Hebrew Goddess. 1978 Avon Books Paper 
$2.95. 

Reuther, Rosemary. Religion and Sexism: Images of Women in 
Jewish and Christian Traditions. 1974 Simon and Schuster $3.95 
Paper. Eleven theologians treat the subject of women as seen by 
theology.  

Reuther, Rosemary and Eugene Bianchi. From Machismo to 
Mutuality. Paulist Press, 1976.  

Russell, Letty M. Human Liberation in a Feminist Perspective-A 
Theology. 1974. Westminster Press $3.95 Paper. A contribution to 
theol-ogy of human liberation-written out of a specific 
involvement and a con-scious engagement in the liberation of 
women.  

The Woman's Bible. 1974. $6.95. A Study Guide to the Woman's 
Bible. 1975. $3.50. Coalition Task Force on Women and Religion, 
4759-15th Ave. N.E., Seattle, Washington 98105. Reissue of two 
volumes (in one) of the commentaries on parts of the Bible 
published by a women's "revising com-mittee" in 1890's. Elizabeth 

https://www.amazon.com/Nineteenth-Century-Illustrated-Margaret-Fuller-ebook/dp/B00JS9UC3E/ref=sr_1_13?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816447&sr=1-13&keywords=margaret+fuller+nineteenth+century
https://www.amazon.com/Sexist-religion-women-church-silence/dp/0809618826/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816538&sr=8-1&keywords=alice+hageman+sexist+religion
https://www.amazon.com/Sexist-religion-women-church-silence/dp/0809618826/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816538&sr=8-1&keywords=alice+hageman+sexist+religion
https://www.amazon.com/Universalist-Unitarian-ministers-Journal-Historical/dp/B0006CQOXY/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816572&sr=8-1&keywords=catherine+f+hitchings
https://www.amazon.com/Universalist-Unitarian-ministers-Journal-Historical/dp/B0006CQOXY/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816572&sr=8-1&keywords=catherine+f+hitchings
https://www.amazon.com/Sophia-Lyon-Fahs-Edith-Hunter/dp/B0006BOH3O/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816613&sr=8-1&keywords=edith+hunter+sophia+lyon+fahs
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Mother-Analysis-Archetype-Princeton-ebook/dp/B00RKMZZSI/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816634&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=erich+neuman+the+great+mother
https://www.amazon.com/Behind-Sex-God-Consciousness-Transcending-Matriarchy/dp/0807011134/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816697&sr=8-1&keywords=carol+ochs+behind+the+sex+of+god
https://www.amazon.com/Hebrew-Goddess-3rd-Enlarged/dp/0814322719/ref=sr_1_cc_1?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816736&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=raphael+patai+hebrew+goddess
https://www.amazon.com/Religion-Sexism-Images-Christian-Traditions/dp/157910116X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816822&sr=1-1&keywords=rosemary+ruether+religion+and+sexism
https://www.amazon.com/Religion-Sexism-Images-Christian-Traditions/dp/157910116X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816822&sr=1-1&keywords=rosemary+ruether+religion+and+sexism
https://www.amazon.com/Machismo-Mutuality-Essays-Woman-Man-Liberation/dp/0809102021/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816850&sr=1-1&keywords=from+machismo+to+mutuality
https://www.amazon.com/Machismo-Mutuality-Essays-Woman-Man-Liberation/dp/0809102021/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816850&sr=1-1&keywords=from+machismo+to+mutuality
https://www.amazon.com/Human-Liberation-Feminist-Perspective-Theology/dp/0664249914/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816887&sr=1-1&keywords=letty+russell+human+liberation
https://www.amazon.com/Human-Liberation-Feminist-Perspective-Theology/dp/0664249914/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816887&sr=1-1&keywords=letty+russell+human+liberation
https://www.amazon.com/Womans-Bible-Elizabeth-Stanton-Illustrated/dp/1975800265/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520816918&sr=1-2&keywords=the+womans+bible+stanton


Cady Stanton, Unitarian and feminist, was a member of the 
committee. 

SIGNS. Journal of Women in Culture and Society. Winter 1976. 
Volume 2, Number 2. University of Chicago Press, 5801 Ellis Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60637 $4.00 Special section on Women and Religion.  

Stone, Merlin. When God Was a Woman. 1976 Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovitch Paper $3.95. Stimulating and controversial.  

Thompson, Mary Lou, Ed. Voices of the New Feminism. Boston: 
Beacon Press, 1978. Available in paperback. Sponsored by the 
Unitarian Universalist Women's Federation.  

FICTION  

Atwood, Margaret. Surfacing, 1972. Simon and Schuster. Reviewed 
in SIGNS (see above)-Volume 2 Number 2-as an example of a 
woman's spiritual quest novel. 

 

(Links added March 2018 gco) 

http://signsjournal.org/
https://www.amazon.com/When-God-Woman-Merlin-Stone/dp/015696158X/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=
https://www.amazon.com/Voices-New-Feminism-Mary-Thompson/dp/0807041726/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520817172&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/Surfacing-Margaret-Atwood-ebook/dp/B007EDZ13C/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1520817209&sr=1-1&keywords=margaret+atwood+surfacing
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